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the centre of the town.  It was a Royal Way and was called
Shahar Bag ("The Four Gardens"), but only the northern
half, between the bridge and the city-centre, has survived.
A degenerate descendant of the Kajars, the eldest son of Shah
Nasr-eddin, jealous of the splendour of the former Sefuwa
residence, destroyed everything on the opposite bank of the
river, and, in the town itself'.had many plane-trees along the
avenue cut down.   Chardin has preserved for us some of these
lost beauties:
"The canal running right through the middle of the town has walls on either side of carved stone some nine inches high and wide enough for two horsemen to ride abreast on them.  The edges of the ornamental pools are just as wider . . . Alongside  this charming avenue are fine spacious gardens, each with two summer-houses, a very large one in the middle with an open hall in the centre and rooms at the corners, and another one built over the gateway leading to the garden, open in front and at the sides to allow an easy view of passers-by in the avenue. These summer-houses are of different shape and construction, but mostly of the same size, all richly painted and gilded.  They are a most vivid and agreeable spectacle."
The finest of these buildings along the Shahar Bag is the
madrasah of Shah Hussein (1694-1722), the last of the Sefuwas.
He was belter at building than at governing his country and
was loo feeble to make a stand against the Afghans who invaded
Iran in 1/22, took Isfahan and laid it waste. The plan of his
milmMih is similar to that of all Persian madrasahs. Around an
oblong courtyard with an ornamental pond runs a two-stage
gallery.  Behind this are the students' rooms and the facade is
hwkrn by four wans.  This is one of the loveliest and most
harmonious of all Iranian mosque courtyards. No other has
««-h writ-man hed and well-preserved mosaic tiles or such
magnificent old plane trees whose rich foliage makes the blue
rnamrl of the wall-tiles look even lovelier. The play of light
and colours is quite enchanting. A canal with running water
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